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Preferred Drug List (PDL) Changes  

 

Effective Dec. 1, 2019, there will be changes to the Long Acting Opioids class on the NC Medicaid and 

NC Health Choice PDL.  

 Butrans Patch will move to non-preferred status and its generic equivalent buprenorphine 

patch will move to preferred status.  

 Oxycontin Tablets will move to non-preferred status and Xtampza ER Capsule will move to 

preferred status.  

 

Providers with beneficiaries impacted by these changes may request prior approval for any non-

preferred medication through NCTracks.  

 

Opioid Analgesics 

Long Acting Opioids 

clinical criteria apply to all drugs in this class 

Preferred Non-Preferred 

 buprenorphine patch (generic for Butrans patch) Arymo ER 

 Butrans Patch 

 

Belbuca (Buccal) Film 

 Embeda ER Capsule 

 

buprenorphine patch (generic for Butrans patch) 

 fentanyl patch 12mcg/ 25mcg/ 50mcg/ 75mcg/ 100mcg  

 (generic for Duragesic) 

Butrans Patch 

morphine sulfate ER tablet (generic for MS  

Contin) 

Conzip Capsule 

Oxycontin Tablet Duragesic Patch 

tramadol ER tablet (generic for Ultram ER,  

Ryzolt) 

Exalgo Tablet 

 Xtampza ER Capsule fentanyl patch (37.5/62.5/87.5 mcg dosages) 

(generic for Duragesic) 

 hydromorphone ER tablet (generic for Exalgo) 

 Hysingla ER Tablet 

 Kadian Capsule 

 morphine sulfate ER capsule (generic for Avinza, 

Kadian) 

 MorphaBond ER 

 MS Contin Tablet 

 Nucynta ER Tablet 
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 oxycodone ER tablet (generic for OxyContin) 

 Oxycontin Tablet 

 oxymorphone ER tablet 

 tramadol ER capsule (generic for Conzip Capsule) 

 Xtampza ER Capsule 

 Zohydro Capsule 
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